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ECA tells employers:
Help prevent dengue

AMDRERA PEREZ-S0BERS
Seniar Beparker
umdrea perez-sabers
spunrdimn.coldr

With rwo dengue-related deaths

and 190 confirmed cases of

dengne, the Empdoyers” Con-
suliative Assaciation (ECA) is
encouragmy emplyyers o tike
le==d o available advice from
pubiac ealih authorises 1o mmn-
imize the risk ol any mosqui-
to-bore dinesses,
In_response i Guardian
Media guestions oo what em-

plavers are doing bosiep up the

light against dengue, the ECA
zaid while it has not gathered
informuation ai this time oo spe
afic acions employers are k-
ing, it callesd on emplovers o
take prevenine measures, such
a5 - imgpecting  their premises
and work ervironments to en-
sure that there are o breeding
groumds [or mosquitnes

Alza, alkrw the use of perscaal

Healih Minkster
Terrence Deyalongh
pratecive strabegies, partici
larly for vislnerable groups such
as pregmam wonrsen and elderly
employers, such as wearing
lang-sleeved. Inos=-htting, and
light-coloured  clothing where
pre=ibie, and the use od saimble
mosguitn repefent.

The ECA noted thae it will con

Fair Trading Commission:
Professional bodies must not hinder competition

The Fair Tradimg Commission
(FTCH says it will comtinee o
memitor the activities and op-
eratins of professional assocr
ations om a case-by-case basis
o ensure the spirit aof the Fair
Trading Act is understood and
axtheered o

Farther, the FTC said it i
ready tor assist im building fair
and accoumiable assocations.

In a news release xswed yes
terday, the FTU explained thar
such assedations amd organisa-
tions represent indnaduals who
share & common prodession or
OO P i,

For example medical assooia-
tban, e association, real estabe
areqils, CIgINe s, Aocouniands,
seourities dealers, archivects and
mven cusioms brokers,

I a staremant isswed yester-
day, the commission advised,
associations whether “profes-
sional or otherwise should op
eraie im o manner that nod omdy
ens=res their contimed prodita-
bilsty but motiviates then to reg-
warky doa self-appraisal of thew
nbgectives amil modus operandi
in the comtext of sustainabdity,
transparency and a fxirer TET"

It explained that from time
to fmae, i@ has obhserved vart
oz professinal asseciations in
T&T being called b0 account by

sa

=5

Exscutive directon of the Fair
Tradieng Ceavomilssion,
E-ewan Kasine ;
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their clients or consumers aml
at rimes, by their own members.

It noted that professiamal as-
sociations ar othey forns ol rep-
resentative arganisations are an
acceptable means of advancing
the 1meresis of professonals,
busineszes and athers, adding
that there are many mstances
where the population bensfis
from members of an organisa
tivn workimg together which can
have a positee impact oo citi-
xens and on the local economy.

Far example, in the standards
tor qualification of registersd
members, or m the mle associ
atioms play in raising the gual

timue fo monitor oibdal chan-
meks and any gaidance issued by
public health ambornies.

The Upposition United  Ma-
tiomal Congress, on Swmlay
called on Health Mivister Ter
rence Deyal=mgh o declare den
gw= a public health emergenoy.

Carnai East MP Rishad Seecha
ram poambed pab that Pueerto Ko
maide the dedaration afer it
miied more cases i the last five
mumnths shan Far the whole of
last vear.

Dealing with the nunistry's
atempis ta deal wath rhe virs.
Seecharan painted oud that it
issued o public advisory an #s
sorm] media pages on Friday.

The adwizory listed the contact
information for cewsty pabdic
el affices across the couriry
far oiizens fo report suspected
cases and possahle breeding sives
fiar the fuedes aegypi mosoquito,
whach transmizs the virus.

"This is too {ate. This shoald
lave been done mamy. many

ity of services alfered by their
memkbers.

Fhe FIC noted that while
it does not currently have ju-
risdicison over all actvities of
professional assocmtions, it will
cantinue i moniter the activ
ities amd operations of profes
sipmal associatons.

"I thas regard the FTC, a5 part
uf iis overall pubbc advocacy
efforts, oontinses o provide
general guidance to consum-
s, husinesses and profesgonal
associations alike ino ensare the
pratection and promation of et
fective coanpetitian

_"Murul:r.':'r. 'p:ul'en-fil:uml assi
Cialions must exercise ciution
o ensure that they are not on
necessarily amd perhaps ille-
gally resincimg competition in
particular lines of husiness. For
example, are qualified persams
hewng restricied from emtering
oertain professans withoat o
legitimate reason” ot explaized:

It advised imsocstions of the
[ollowing points to puide their
members in maindaning s b
z= possible, a fair and level play-
ma, feld:

= Review all laws. regulations,
cades of conduct relative ta thetr
aperations by ensure they do oo
hmder, restrict ar distort comy
pestition i any manner: estabs

manths agee The ministry has
taken too long 1o dctivate s
public education campazgn,®
Seecharan saxd.

He also criticised the mimis-
try for focusmg its camp ar
shorpping malls, 2 he mated that
83 per cemt of the cases identi-
foed by the mimistry came from
ruril communitbes i central
and south Trinsdac.

[lve Health Mmister = ex-
‘ﬁ‘:::d 10 he oo INCE's marming

ar G5 am 1o discuss the
is=ue of demgue fever,

In & pepart an the epidemi-
wogical smation of dengue m
the Americas, updazed st Fri-
day st Zpm, the Pan Aamerica
Health Crganizaion said a todal
al 10,141, 30 suspecied cases of
dengue were reporied as of the
epademinlogical week 24, That
represents an increass of Xz
per cent compared tr the sme
perimd im 201 and 44 per cent
oamjsired o the average of the
Last fivee wears.

Bsh a caompetition compliance
policy for the assaciation if nec-
esmary and make sure respecine
members are famnilar wiih it

+ Ensure that membership
rules are transparent, based on
objectve standards, proportion
ate and apphed equally o alk
potential members, inchedimg
sSupparting reasons for acored-
iation oo gualifmtian reguire-
ments;

+ Verify that rules are not
overly restnictive and domn’t
have the unintenticnal effect af
resiTicting competition, for ex-
ample, through the creation al
barriers to mew provilers or re-
mniming quakiied persons from
entering any professon, that
Can amount to restricting com-
petiion; amd

+ He iransparent when pro-
wling information about prices
or costs bo ciends inchiding the
reasons for refusal and the -
tionale for price increases and
refrain from requiring members
o provide the association with
competmively sensitte mforma-
tivm, such = mformation aboin
pricing andfor aotpud inten-
tinais.

The FEL is chamred by econa-
mist Bonald Ramkissoon and its
execistive directar &= Bevan Nir-
mesingh.

CariCRIS reaffirms
NIF's $4B bond

I its |atest report, Cardhbean nformation
£ Crecss Rating Services Limited {CandCREE)
has reaffermed the creds ratings assigned
to the $4 billion ond (Series B, O, and DG
of the Matgonal [evestment Furid Hokding
Lo Led (NIF),

In 2 news telease yeserday, CanCRIS
said the NIF bond secured a CadAA rating
1 the regional scabe and trAA rating on the
matinal scale,

These mtings. ® said, ndicaie that the
level off creitworthiness of this debt obl-
gation, adjudged in relarion o ohligations
in: the Caribbean, ard within T&T. & high

CariCRIE has ako maintained a stahle
migtiook oo the ratings. The stable catloak
is based on the expecaiion tha the credic
rizk prafile of the NIF's underlying azseix
will resmain stable over the next 12 to 15
manths.

The cutloek: 15 also underpinned by the
expectation of adeguate daadend Rows
from the company’s mederlying aseets o
et fimehy coapon payments

CariCRI= outbned that the ratings arc
suppored by the high credit quaSoy of
NIE's assets, which consistently provide
a stemxdy flow of investment income {dnd-
denidsk and adequare cash Bows tocover
inferest payments.

“Goven that the NIF s 100 per. cemt
pwned by the Covernmendt, there.is the
likelilvood of support if peeded” the news
relese further stated.

CariCR1S s these ratings are tempened
by the disoretiomary natare of the RIF's
cash flows, primartly spurced from -
el

WIF i= a spemal-purpose investment
company created by the Government o
manetise assets acquired from the CL Fi-
nancial group and Trinkdad Generaton
Unlimaed [TGLN, the La Prea-based pover
gemeration company. These assets ans held
int the form of shares of various corporate
entities in T&T, comprizing Republic Finan-
riad Holdimgs Lad_ Angosmra Hldings Lad,
(o Caribbean Medn, Witco and TGLL As-
sets ommed by the Governmenst ane held by
Caorparation Sole, the Mingster of Finance.

. Sagicor gets upgrade

tiving other credin rating news CarilZRES
has upgraded its reginnal issoe ratings for
the debit imsue of up o USSHE million or
the famaican Dollar equrvalent of Sagscor
Fimancial Compasy.

H said the reginnal saale ratings incdicate
that the kevel of credivworthaness of this
et ohligation, adjudgsd m relation 1o
pther deht obligations in the Cinbhian, =
hagh.
CariCRIS noved that the lamaica national
scale ratings indicate that the level of ored-
itwnrthmess of this debt obligaticm com-
pared 1o other debt obligations in |lamaica
is the highest.

CariC 1S has also assigned a stalle out-
Ipak om the ratings. The stable mslook =
bazed on CariCRIE" pxpeciation of con-
timied improvement in the company’s
fmamsial perfarmance over the next 1245
manths, buiiressed by its recent aoqui-
sition of mar, comsisten growth @ SFCs
Limited Stabes of Americs (USA) operatsons,
arsd pomtinued techoological advamce-
mments aimed at improvng aperating effi-
CieTcy.

b highlighted that these fciors collec
trvely could serve (o increase its prodit-
béity amd expand it market presence in
:m:nnﬂmﬁm markes.

Furthes, CariCHIS expecs SFC o meet
all its debr obligations z= they come due
and miintin good np.'hllml:ul: b [Eers.



